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Your connection to Truckee’s vibrant mountain

community. Read along monthly as we celebrate
creativity, local events, shared stories, opportunities and

artist spotlights.

CULTIVATING CREATIVITY
May Creatives Meetup

Join us on May 23 for the Truckee Cultural District May Creatives Meetup with
Greg Zirbel at the Museum of Truckee History. We are looking forward to a tour of
the Museum and a walking tour including a visit to the newly installed Truckee’s
Chinatowns historical plaque at the Old Truckee Jail Museum.

Creatives Meetup
Thursday, May 23 from 5:00 - 7:00 pm

The Museum of Truckee History (MoTH)
10065 Donner Pass Rd

The monthly Truckee Cultural District Creatives Meetups serve as a vibrant
gathering for our local art and creative community. These meetups play a crucial
role in nurturing our local creative ecosystem, helping to cultivate talent, spark new
collaborations, and promote the arts in our community. Details and meetup
locations for each Creatives Meetup will be announced monthly right here in the
Truckee Turntable, as well as on our social media channels. Meetups are subject to
change.

ART AT THE AIRPORT: OUTSIDE THE BOX
Highlights from the Opening Reception

On April 25 we celebrated six local abstract artists with this large show of recent
works. The ‘Outside the Box’ exhibition was curated in partnership with
downtown galleries Piper J Gallery, Gallery 5830’, Art Truckee and 9848.Gallery. It
was wonderful to catch up with one of the featured artists Sarah Horton who filled
us in on the Truckee Artist Lofts 9848.Gallery’s Truckee Thursdays summer event
plans. Additionally, we learned that featured artist Bridgette Durante was awarded
at the 2023 Reno Tahoe International Art Show (RTIA). Featured artists Sara Dube
and Susan Watson shared in their creative journeys and current artistic goals.

If you haven't had the chance to check out the installation yet, we invite you to
visit ‘Outside the Box’ before July 10, 2024 to explore the works of all six talented
Truckee Cultural District artists: Sara Dube, Mary Beth Hamilton, Sarah L Horton,
Susan Watson, Jason Forcier and Bridgette Durante, and treat yourself to a
delicious Red Truck lunch while you're there.

Thank you once again for being a part of this memorable evening. We look
forward to welcoming you back in July for the next Opening Reception!

ARTS & ADOVCACY
Reflecting on Arts Advocacy Day

The energy from last week's CA Arts & Culture Summit and Arts Advocacy Day
events are still buzzing within us! With over 200 passionate advocates
participating, the presence from the art community was undeniable. The rally and
parade to the legislative offices were particularly powerful, with whispers that even
the Governor caught a glimpse and heard our voices from his window!

For those who couldn't join us in Sacramento this year, fret not! Recordings of
many Summit panels are available on the California Arts Advocates YouTube
channel, and you can also access the program materials here.

Pictured below: Sacramento Mayor Darrell Steinberg with Jule Baker of California
Arts Advocates, Assemblywoman Wendy Carrillo, CFTA Board President Leticia
Rhi Buckley and Julie Baker.

Keep the Momentum Going!
Action to Engage Governor Newsom

In May, the Governor will release his May budget revise for 24-25, this is
where we will see any additional changes to his budget proposal from
January and the early action bill. After seeing the Arts Advocacy Day
parade, we want the Governor to be sure he knows we see him and his
efforts! Click the button below to send Governor Newsom a letter thanking
him for his support over his terms in office and reminding him that we need
to increase funding for the arts. You can add your own message of how
state funding has impacted you and your work.

Let’s flood his inbox with positive messages!
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SCENE & UNSEEN
Spring Events

Stay connected with local event calendars and community boards for the latest
updates on exhibitions, performances, and gatherings. Our favorite resources
include: Truckee.com, Visit Truckee-Tahoe, 101.5 KTKE and the Nevada County
Arts Council.

FOR ALL THOSE WITH EVENTS TO PROMOTE, DON’T FORGET TO ADD YOUR
EVENT TO NEVADA COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL’S COMMUNITY ARTS CALENDAR
-- IT’S FREE AND EASY TO USE!

FUNDING + OPPORTUNITIES
Now Seeking Applicants

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT
Carrie Haines

Haines is from Mill Valley, California. She studied with the School of Dramatic Arts at the
University of Southern California and earned her BFA in Acting, and has her MA in English
from Sonoma State University. She has been a member of both SAG AFTRA, and Actor's
Equity Association. Haines has been directing stage productions at both the community
and professional level since 1990. Haines is a member of the California Educational
Theatre Association (CETA) and is the founder/director of "My School 2 Broadway", a
theatre enrichment program for elementary and middle school students. This past season,
Haines served as a Respondent for the Lenaea High School Theatre Festival.

TCD: What inspires you as an artist working in the performing arts?

HAINES: Art lives within all of us. A performing arts education
strengthens skills, boosts confidence, and increases empathy. Adults,
teens, and children need performing arts. From dance to music to
acting. I love theatre and that it gives all of this and more.

TCD: Can you discuss some of the more significant challenges Truckee Community
Theater faced during the COVID-19 pandemic, and how did you navigate through them?
As a community, we are so grateful you persevered and now recognize the continued
challenges in the performing arts world. Can you also share the biggest hurdles at this
time?

HAINES: The COVID-19 Pandemic shut down all live theatre and
performing arts groups almost immediately. All venues had to be
closed and we were forced to shut our doors. We had to re-group and
brainstorm ways that we could still do what we love to do and how we
might still be able to connect with our community. We did the following
super cool things: 1. We created the first ever online - show! It was a
kids show called “The Show Must Go Online” and it was a huge
success. We did not charge kids to participate. We paid our director of
course, but we did this in order to bring our theatre kids together and
to give them some sense of normalcy. 2. Next we staged summer
camps outside in the Truckee Regional Park. That was when we really
didn’t know much, so we were wearing masks, social distancing, etc.
But kids who participated said it was the highlight of their summer. 3.
We moved right back into putting on an outdoor musical as soon as
we were able. Rehearsals were in masks, we spent $1000s of dollars
on Covid test kits, and pulled up our first show “A Year With Frog and
Toad” in the Regional Park summer of 2021. It took time for us to get
back to a normal routine and schedule. It wasn’t really until late 2022
that it felt “normal”.

TCT was awarded a recovery grant by the California Performing Arts
Grants coalition and it allowed us to pay staff, hire new staff, and
recover from almost $25000 in debt.

TCD: What is your dream/vision for the future success of TCT?

HAINES:  Truckee Community Theater is a non profit organization, so
our goal is simply to keep doing what we love to do and have enough
funds to cover it. This means having funds to pay our staff, royalties
for plays and musicals, musicians, directors, costumes, sets, props,
and all of the details that make our productions look as professional as
possible. Our short term goal is to be able to produce 2 adult main
stage projects per season along with 4 student production workshops.
Each show costs money up front before tickets go on sale. We take a
risk with each one, so we work hard to make the best choices for our
community. The long term goal is to have a theater space of our own.
That might look a few different ways. It might be a dance studio space
for rehearsals and workshops where we still have to rent a stage for
performances. The dream would be an actual theatre space that is
ours to use and that we could share with the entire performing arts
community. A black box style theatre much like what Reno Little
Theater has in Reno is perfect.

There was talk of a huge stage space called the Stages at Northstar
on the table for a few years. It was never going to come to fruition.
While they were looking to raise 22-30 million dollars, the kind of
theater we might be interested in would be less than a ⅓ that cost.

So for TCT to really be secure, stable, and a forever entity here in
Truckee, we would need a space that is ours.

TCD: In a small community like Truckee, what does a successful performing arts
organization model look like?

HAINES: I think we exemplify that now. We are a name people know.
We’ve been in business officially for 10 years. We have hundreds of
students grades 2-12 and a wonderful group of adult actors from
Tahoe Truckee who have been with our organization since conception.
Of course there is always room for improvement and growth. I would
like to see more community members attend our adult shows,
especially plays. We have so much talent here. A successful theatre
company has a large talent pool to draw from as well. We are working
on that.

TCD: Collaborations and partnerships can be essential for the growth of any arts
organization. Could you share any existing partnerships or potential collaborations that
you believe could benefit TCT in the long term?

HAINES: We have just partnered with InnerRhythms Dance Center.
We will be working with their team to host 3 of our 2024 summer
camps and we are looking at renting their studio space for classes,
workshops, and master classes at some point. We will be working with
their teachers on our upcoming production of The Prom and we are
hoping to being some of their advanced dance students into our
world. In return, they are helping us create dance classes for musical
theatre and we are referring students. It’s a win win.

We have also collaborated with other non profit organizations like the
Truckee Humane Society to sell tickets to productions and we have
given a percentage of ticket revenue to those organizations to support
their efforts.

We would love to explore more partnerships. The more we network,
the bigger our theatre community becomes.

TCD:  Could you walk us through the process of curating a yearlong program for Truckee
Community Theater? How do you select productions, themes, and performances to
engage and resonate with the local audience?

HAINES: Our seasons are planned 2 years at a time.. So, we had the
2023 and 2024 seasons planned together. Right now we are working
on the 2025/2026 seasons. I know that seems crazy. Shows are
selected by our creative team which is our Artistic Director (me) , a few
of our board members, and sometimes a couple of members of our
adult acting community. Our season has changed slightly based on
research, survey results, and networking with other theatre companies
in Reno/Tahoe. The season opens in January/February with our teen
main stage and ends with our adult musical.

A main stage production is a 2-week run where we rent the theater
space for 2 weeks and pull up a show with full sets, costumes, props,
and all the fanfare.

A showcase is a shorter run (1 weekend) and is presented more as a
workshop or summer stock style show. Some (like our summer camp
musicals) are pretty elaborate. In between things we also offer
showcases and workshops for kids and teens.

Right now TCT is the only theatre company around who engages
mixed casts of children and adults.

TCD:  As an artistic director, what elements do you prioritize to ensure the artistic integrity
and quality of TCT's productions?

HAINES: Licensing is requested and approved before we advertise a
show in our season announcements.

Budget - we create a budget for each production and the budget is
approved by our board of directors.

Staffing - we secure the best directors, music directors,
choreographers, and technical staff that we can find.

Set Design - we work hard with local artists and community members
who are interested in set and scenery design in order to make the
theater space look as professional as possible.

Rehearsal schedule is set up in advance to make the most use of our
time.

TCD:  Truckee has a unique cultural landscape as a “mountain town”. How does TCT
contribute to the artistic identity of the community?

HAINES: TCT is the ONLY non profit theatre company in our area. I
would be interested in learning how we can do more to contribute to
the identity of the community.

TCD:  Can you share a particularly memorable moment or production during your tenure
at TCT?

HAINES: They are all special to me. I can’t really nail down one. My
first show was Young Frankenstein and that is when I got to know
members of our community better and my first experience with some
really talented people. I had come from directing professional theatre
in the Bay Area and LA and I had no idea I would find such insane
talent in Truckee. Every show I’ve directed or been part of has had a
memorable moment. Too many to name here. Every experience is
unique, fun, entertaining, stressful, hilarious, and rewarding.

TCD:  What advice would you give to aspiring artists or individuals interested in pursuing
a career in performing arts, particularly in a community-based setting like Truckee?

HAINES: Don’t do it… no just kidding.  It’s never too late to step onto
that stage and get your time in the spotlight. We create spotlight
moments, even for those who are totally new to theatre. We welcome
actors of all levels and no experience necessary for most of our
projects. All are welcome to audition, learn technical theatre, volunteer,
or just hang out.

We have invested a lot of time in our teen program. We are working
hard to give our teens enough education and experience to pursue
theatre as a major in college or a career beyond high school. 

Lastly, we create jobs, internships, and training opportunities..  We hire
camp directors, set designers, costume designers, make up artists,
technical theater staff, and more. We look for opportunities to train
community members so that they can work with us. We empower and
hire high school students as set designers, costume designers, and
we offer rising high school seniors the opportunity to direct our teen
summer camp musical so they can add directing to their resume. We
mentor them.

I was lucky. I went to a high school with a 4-year dramatic arts
program. It got me into one of the most prestigious universities in the
country and into a very exclusive program.  Sadly schools here fall
short, especially at the high school level. So, part of our mission was
to create that 4-year high school education program for our students
who are serious about this as a major/career.

Pictured below from the productions of Avenue Q, The Wizard of Oz and Mean Girls.

GOOD READ: ‘ART AS CHANGE’
An Upstate Creative Corps Grant Feature

  C O T I N U E  R E A D I N G  

Copyright © 2024 Truckee Cultural District, All rights reserved.
You've received this email because you are interested in the arts, culture and

people of Truckee Cultural District. You can unsubscribe at any time.

NEVADACOUNTYARTS.ORG

Truckee Arts Alliance, 11006 K T Dr., Truckee, CA 96161, USA

Unsubscribe

Made in Tahoe
May 25 - 26 | 11:00 am - 5:00 pm
The Village at Palisades Tahoe

1750 Village East Rd, Olympic Valley

Celebrate all things LOCAL. The Village
at Palisades Tahoe will host a wide array
of offerings that are made in or inspired
by the Lake Tahoe Basin and Truckee
areas: local artisans, businesses, chefs,
organizations, and entertainers.

Sierra Speaker
Series

May 19 | 5:00 pm
Donner Memorial State Park

12593 Donner Pass Rd, Truckee

“After the Iron Road”, this month's Sierra
Speaker Series, sponsored by Nevada
County Library, connects folks to the rich
cultural and natural history of the area.
Attend at Donner Memorial State Park
Visitor Center to learn and engage!
Admission is a suggested $5 donation.
Light refreshments will be available.

Truckee Chinatowns
Recognition

May 10 | 10:00 am
Old Truckee Jail Museum

10142 Jibboom St, Downtown Truckee

The Truckee Chinatowns Recognition will
be celebrated with a plaque unveiling on
the 155th anniversary of the building of
the First Transcontinental Railroad.
Tahoe Forest Hospital Chair of the Board
of Directors, Alyce Wong, will be the
keynote speaker.

What is Truckee’s Chinatowns? Read
More

Save the Date:
Truckee Pride Week

June 3-9 | Events + Times Vary

This year Truckee will be celebrating our
first ever Pride Week! Join in and support
the community for a week of inclusive
fun, celebration and events. More info
can be found at TruckeePride.org.

Mini Grants
From Truckee Cultural District

Mini Grants are still available for artists
seeking support for 2024 special events.

Applications will be reviewed on a rolling
basis by a Truckee Cultural District
Grants Review Committee until funds are
fully expended, or by June 30, 2024,
whichever comes first. Apply Now!

Community Input
Martis Camp Foundation Survey

Your Voice Matters! Take the Martis
Camp Foundation Community Survey
to help shape the future of Truckee and
North Lake Tahoe by sharing your
thoughts and experiences with the MCF.
Your valuable feedback will guide the
MCF in making a greater impact in our
community.

Complete the survey, and as a token of
appreciation, receive a FREE cup of
coffee from Coffeebar, redeemable
through May 31. Don't miss this chance
to make a difference and enjoy a
delicious brew!

Check out the CA For The Arts website
for creative and funding opportunities
throughout California. Whether you're a
visual artist, performer, writer, or cultural
advocate, there's an opportunity to fuel
your creativity and advance your career.

Program Assistant
Truckee Cultural District

Truckee Cultural District’s (TCD) Program
Assistant will work closely with the TCD
Program Manager to support key
responsibilities that align with the
California Cultural District Program
meant to grow and sustain authentic arts
and culture opportunities, increase the
visibility of local artists, and promote
socio-economic and ethnic diversity
through culture and creative expression.
This position is part-time, and works
both in office and remotely. To apply
email kellie@nevadacountyarts.org.

Haines serves as Artistic Director and
Director of Education for the Truckee
Community Theater.

An excerpt from local publication, Moonshine Ink’s recent
feature “Art as Change”:

“Last June, five Tahoe/Truckee artists were
granted funds for their projects through the
pilot program, Upstate California Creative
Corps grants, the first of its kind in the
nation…”
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