
TRUCKEE ARTS ALLIANCE

MARCH 2024
Your connection to Truckee’s vibrant mountain

community. Read along monthly as we celebrate
creativity, local events, shared stories, opportunities and

artist spotlights.

March is Women's History Month, a time to honor and celebrate the contributions
and achievements of women throughout history. The celebration of Women's
History Month traces back to the first International Women's Day in 1911, which
advocated for women's rights and suffrage. In 1980, President Jimmy Carter
issued the first presidential proclamation declaring the week of March 8 as
National Women's History Week. This later expanded to the entire month of
March. Women's History Month is important as it recognizes the often-overlooked
accomplishments of women in various fields and highlights the ongoing struggle
for gender equality. It serves as a reminder of the progress made and the work still
to be done to achieve full gender parity.

Throughout the brief history of the Truckee Cultural District organization, women
have played profound roles in its development and success since its designation
in 2017 by the California Arts Council. From our current Program's Manager, Kellie
Culter, to Nevada County Arts Council's Executive Director, Eliza Tudor, and the
strong female teams behind them, women have been instrumental in beginning to
shape the cultural landscape of our district. Their leadership, creativity, and
dedication have been pivotal in advancing the mission of the Truckee Cultural
District and promoting the arts in our community. We are proud to honor their
contributions during Women's History Month and recognize the impact of all
women driving positive change in Truckee, including the countless female artists,
educators, creators, and business owners in our community like Jen Callaway,
Town Manager, Town of Truckee, Jessica Penman, CEO, Truckee Chamber of
Commerce, Michelle Erskine, Executive Committee, Truckee Downtown
Merchants Association and many, many more.

To learn more about Women's History Month and the remarkable women who
have shaped history, check out resources like the National Women's History
Museum and the Library of Congress Women's History Month page or attend the
RENO: Women’s HERStory Month Event Celebration on March 15.

CULTIVATING CREATIVITY
March Creatives Meetup

Creatives Meetup at Alpine Electric
Thursday, March 21, 5:00-7:00pm

10072 Donner Pass Road
Join us for our next Truckee Cultural District Creatives Meetup on March 21st,
coinciding with World Poetry Day! Hosted in collaboration with the Truckee Arts
Alliance at Alpine Electric & Liberty Bell Smart Home Theater in downtown
Truckee. Local spoken word artists and poets are invited to join the evening for a
Downtown Poetry Pop-Up. We are thrilled to have Michael Clarity, involved with
the April Sierra Poetry Festival, joining us.

The February Creatives Meetup at Art Truckee was a productive and inspiring
gathering. Attendees had the opportunity to meet Cory Caldwell, the recently
hired Executive Director of the Truckee Downtown Merchants Association (TDMA).
Other evening highlights included conversations with local poets (among many
other talents!) Alice Osborn and Karen Terrey, as well as the chance to connect
with Claire Botsford-Allan, the talented artist behind Glenshire Knotty Bot
Knitwear. Special thanks to Michelle Erskine for her warm hospitality, and
congratulations to her on selling artwork during the event and for her recently
published book “Women Excelling Everywhere”.

The monthly Truckee Cultural District Creatives Meetups serve as a vibrant
gathering for our local art and creative community. These meetups play a crucial
role in nurturing our local creative ecosystem, helping to cultivate talent, spark new
collaborations, and promote the arts in our community. Details and meetup
locations for each Creatives Meetup will be announced monthly right here in the
Truckee Turntable, as well as on our social media channels. Meetups are subject to
change.

FILM IN TRUCKEE
Past & Present

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT
Greg “Old Miner” Zirbel

TCD: Tell us a little bit about yourself! You're a familiar face in the Truckee community,
what are some of the organizations you're affiliated with?

ZIRBEL: I'm just a kid that appreciates everything about this place I've
called home since 1962. I must admit we are a very photogenic region
here, the Truckee-Donner area. If it's about keeping Truckee History
Alive, I am likely to be affiliated, like riding the Truckee River Railroad
helping out the Truckee Donner Railroad Society.

TCD: You recently created the program for the Truckee Winter Carnival about Truckee's
role in over 200 movies and films, what inspired this?

ZIRBEL: I helped to initiate the comeback of the Winter Carnival and
offered to create a slideshow of the History of the Winter Carnival. The
movie presentation was extra credit after I finished ahead of budget by
using my secret weapons. Kidding, we're all volunteers, all the time. If
you've toured our "Old Truckee Jail Museum" you would notice the list
of movies filmed in the area, well I'm up to 219.

TCD: Can you share with us how you became interested in Truckee's history, particularly
its connection to the film industry?

ZIRBEL: Guess I've been sharing Truckee's history since I was just a
3rd-grader when I started working at Cold Stream Corral giving
horseback rides along the Emigrant Trail. We lived in the then Donner
Trail neighborhood where I would pass a handful of plaques on the
way home on my bike, where we were watching new Bonanza
episodes in black and white. So, here I am a little cowboy watching
westerns with John Wayne, we have the Ponderosa Ranch, we were
living in a movie set.

TCD: What are some of the most memorable or surprising facts you've discovered while
putting this project together?

ZIRBEL: That the granddaughter of Tilden Daken lives in Truckee and
is releasing a book March 2024 of this early American artist, Tilden
Daken. We're already planning a June 26th slideshow and book
signing; hopefully in the Community Arts Center. I had no idea who
Tilden Daken was before now, and it turns out he and Jack London
were riding the rails and working in the mills in Truckee back in 1901. It
was Jack London that gave Truckee its start in movies back in 1914
when he filmed Burning Daylight and An Odyssey of the North.

TCD: Do you think Truckee's film history has influenced its culture and community today?

ZIRBEL: Yes, we all are walking around feeling like movie stars as we
are the lucky ones.

TCD:  Are there any upcoming projects or events related to Truckee's film history or
upcoming filming in Truckee that you're particularly excited about?

ZIRBEL: Only that we're planning a couple dates to show this movie
history presentation again, and again with our piano player that made
it so much more fun during the Winter Carnival.

TCD:  What advice would you give to someone interested in learning more about
Truckee's history, especially in relation to its film industry connections?

ZIRBEL: Visit our website at TruckeeHistory.org and become a
member so we can keep our projectors running. Do some searches on
our website for all kinds of fun stuff, hit the History and Research tab
for hours of great reading.

TCD:  Ok, enough about film. In addition to being a Truckee history buff, you're also an
artist! Tell us about the replica birdhouses you create of local historical landmarks and
what inspired this craft?

ZIRBEL: Desperation turned to therapy is what my art is built from.
Back in 1992 I was out of work with a lower back injury after 12 years
of driving a big brown truck when I stepped off an unseen curb. I had
just bought a house and needed Christmas gifts for our large family,
so I decided to build my own to save money. I was a top woodshop
student at Truckee High School in 1980, so all I needed was some old
barn wood. Well, the first place I visited used to be the largest pig farm
in Sonoma County and was all mine for the picking. I spent years
picking these awesome Redwood barn parts, shingles, tongue and
groove flooring, and all those old rusty metal parts from the garage
that I could haul away, it was heaven.  

TCD:  Where can the public see your work and where can we see Truckee Movies if we
missed it?

ZIRBEL: There are a few places around town where you can see my
birdhouses such as the Stone Garage at Stones Tire,  up in The Loft
Barber Shop above the Pastime Club, and the Museum of Truckee
History has a replica of the Boca Brewery to name a few.  Oh also, just
do a Google search for "Historical Landmark Replica Birdhouses" and
go to the Images page to see pages of my art. And also search
NeatTweets. One other place to see a nice collection is here. Currently
the Truckee Movies presentation is on the front page of
TruckeeHistory.org. 

SCENE & UNSEEN
Truckee Happenings + Events

Keep an eye out for Truckee events related to arts and culture throughout March.
Stay connected with local event calendars and community boards for the latest
updates on exhibitions, performances, and gatherings. Our favorite resources
include: Truckee.com, Visit Truckee-Tahoe, 101.5 KTKE and the Nevada County
Arts Council.

FOR ALL THOSE WITH EVENTS TO PROMOTE, DON’T FORGET TO ADD YOUR
EVENT TO NEVADA COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL’S COMMUNITY ARTS CALENDAR
-- IT’S FREE AND EASY TO USE!

CALL TO ARTISTS
Upcoming Opportunities

The current TTAD ‘Art at the Airport’ exhibition Wild Women was recently reviewed by
Nevada County Arts Council Intern, Easton Jacob, who had the following to say about
exhibition artist Jennifer Rugge.

“Her paintings are breathtaking, and have an incredible range of
differences. While they’re all done generally in the same style, half of
them are in grayscale, and the other half is an explosion of color, it’s
incredibly beautiful.” 

Read Easton’s Full Review

UPCOMING: Showcase your talent in a unique exhibition
space at the Truckee Tahoe Airport!

REQUIREMENTS

Must reside in the Truckee Cultural District or have Gallery representation within.
Original works created in the last year.
All pieces must be available for sale.
Artwork must be wired and ready to hang, with professional framing or painted
sides for a polished presentation.
Submissions must not have been previously exhibited at the Truckee Airport.

The submission deadline is March 26, 2024, please submit a bio and 3-6 jpeg images
to: piperjgallery@gmail.com. For more information about the first Art at the Airport

exhibit of 2024, contact Kellie Cutler at kellie@nevadacountyarts.org.

Calling All Poets in the Truckee-Tahoe Region! 
Join us for a Poetry Pop-Up on March 21, 2024, from 5-7 PM, as part of the
Truckee Cultural District's March Creatives Meetup. We're seeking poets and
spoken word artists to share their work in a lively and intimate setting. This is a
fantastic opportunity to showcase your talent and connect with fellow creatives in
our community on World Poetry Day with an opportunity for one poet to
participate in the Sierra Poetry Festival's open mic event in April! Don't miss this
chance to be part of something special. To participate, email
kellie@nevadacountyarts.org by Friday, March 15.

PUBLIC ART WATCH
Church of the Mountains Granted Nevada

County Landmark

Recently, the Nevada County Board of Supervisors voted and approved Truckee’s
Church of the Mountains Campus, comprising Church of the Mountains United
Methodist Church, the Elizabeth Danforth Cottage, and the Rev. Sipes Parsonage,
as a Nevada County Historical Landmark! The historic landmark designation gives
the church verified historical status, inclusion in the town's marketing of historic
properties, and access to potential grants for historic buildings.

The Church of the Mountains has been located on Church Street, named for the
Church family, since 1869 as one of the first two churches in Truckee. Today, the
COM has a visible steeple with a McShane bell that remains an integral part of
Truckee’s historic downtown district. COM is Truckee’s oldest church and the only
church in Truckee operating at its original location. The original 1889 church bell
still rings today.

A new bronze plaque will be posted in front of the church building to
commemorate and recognize the designation, and a special event to
commemorate our newest historic landmark will be scheduled for this summer.
Stay tuned for the date and details!

FUNDING OPPORTUNITY
Truckee Cultural District 2024 Mini-Grants

NOW OPEN! Professional development mini-grants for
Truckee Cultural District based artists and arts

groups/organizations. 

3/1/2024 - Truckee Cultural District (TCD) is now considering applications for
artists and arts groups/organizations seeking support for special events/projects
that encourage professional development and are aligned with the goals of the
TCD. These funds are part of the TCD budget for the FY23/24 with a total of
$20,000 available to re-grant by June 30, 2024. 

This first time funding will be distributed by the Truckee Cultural District through
the Nevada County Arts Council as fiscal agent. The requirements and priorities of
the California Cultural Districts in redesignation of the Truckee Cultural District will
be considered in the distribution of these funds. Aligning with the mission and
values of the California Arts Council, the districts will celebrate the diversity
of California while unifying under an umbrella of shared values—helping to
grow and sustain authentic grassroots arts and cultural opportunities,
increasing the visibility of local artists and community participation in local
arts and culture, and promoting socioeconomic and ethnic diversity. Districts
will also play a conscious role in tackling issues of artist displacement.
Application questions are designed to ensure these priorities are being met in
stewardship with cultural funding partners. 

For more information or to apply contact Kellie Cutler at
kellie@nevadacountyarts.org.
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As we gear up for the 96th Annual
Academy Awards in March, we can't
help but reflect on Truckee's storied
history in the film industry. Did you know
that during the early part of the 20th
century, Truckee was one of Hollywood’s
favorite sites for making movies? Over
200 known movies or movie sequences
have been filmed in Truckee and the
surrounding area, showcasing its
stunning scenery and unique charm.

Truckee's film legacy continues to thrive
today, with local talent making waves in
the industry. Truckee native Erin
Tomasello recently won her very first
Emmy award, a testament to her talent
and dedication. Erin is a Reality
Television Casting Director known for her
work on series such as The Circle and
MasterChef. Read about Erin in the
recent Sierra Sun article.

In addition, the new ski comedy "Weak
Layers" is garnering attention as a
progressive throwback to cult classics.
Set at Lake Tahoe, this female-driven ski
comedy follows three passionate and
lovably rowdy local women on a quest to
win a world-famous 72-hour short ski
film competition. The film is now
available to stream online.

Zirbel is President & Curator Truckee-
Donner Historical Society & Vice
President & Curator Museum of Truckee
History. Zirbel is known for his Historical
Landmark Replica Birdhouses, being
selected as Truckee Chamber’s Truckee
Creative of the Year in 2021, and our
featured artist recognized for his many
talents including the recently produced
historic presentation: Truckee Movies.

Wine + Ice Festival
March 8 | 12:00 - 7:00pm

Alibi Ale Works, Truckee Public House
10069 Bridge Street, Truckee CA

Truckee River Winery's 15th annual Wine n' Ice carving
competition, part of North Lake Tahoe Snowfest, benefits
the Truckee River Watershed Council, a local nonprofit
dedicated to protecting and restoring our watershed.

Masterclass with Emily Stys
March 16 | Times Vary

InnerRhythms School of Performing Arts
12047 Donner Pass Rd Ste B5

Join Emily of the Broadway Touring show “Mean Girls”
for a 1.5 hour class with Q&A and photo session at Inner
Rhythms. Students will learn choreography from the
show!

Good Morning Truckee
March 19 | 7:45 - 9:15am

In person at Truckee Town Hall
10183 Truckee Airport Rd

This month’s topic is Hot Developments focusing on
transforming spaces and elevating community in an open
forum, join virtually.

Truckee Roundhouse
Schedule + Public Tours

If you haven’t been to Truckee Roundhouse we
encourage you to explore this incredible makerspace we
are fortunate enough to  have in our community.  The
ongoing schedule of classes offers new hobbies and
creative outlets for all —  check it out here.

The Business of Art
Symposium

March 16 | 8:00am - 5:30pm
Sierra College Grass Valley Campus
250 Sierra College Dr, Grass Valley

Attention Artists, Creatives, and Culture Bearers of
Nevada County and beyond!

Due to the extreme weather forecast predicting high
winds, freezing rain, and snow in areas throughout the
region, Nevada County Arts Council has decided to
reschedule The Business of Art to Saturday, March 16th.
The safety of our presenters and participants is our
primary concern.

This annual symposium offers illuminating plenary
sessions, professional development workshops, and
discussions led by thought leaders and influencers. From
marketing and media to business planning, mentoring
and networking, it's a comprehensive event not to be
missed. Purchase Tickets (no-one turned away for lack
of funds!)

8th Annual Sierra Poetry
Festival

April 13 | 8:30am - 5:30pm
The Center for the Arts

314 W Main St, Grass Valley

A project of the Nevada County Arts Council, this festival
brings together poets, writers, and poetry lovers from
across the region to celebrate the power of poetry.
Through readings, workshops, and performances, the
festival showcases the beauty and diversity of poetic
expression while fostering a deeper appreciation for the
art form and the rich literary tradition of the Sierra Nevada
region. This year’s keynote speakers will be Jane
Hirshfield and Ross Gay, brought to us in partnership
with Nevada County Library via Nevada County Reads.
Purchase Tickets

TRUCKEE POETS are invited to attend Sierra Poetry
Festival’s Open Mic on Thursday, April 11 at 5:00-
7:00pm at The Iron Door at the Holbrooke Hotel, 212 W
Main Street, Grass Valley, CA 95945! More information
coming soon at SierraPoetryFestival.org.
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