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Your connection to Truckee’s vibrant mountain

community. Read along monthly as we celebrate
creativity, local events, shared stories, opportunities and

artist spotlights.

After the long winter of the High Sierra, Truckee’s vistas and landscapes come
alive. Transforming from winter white to the inspiring colors and sounds of spring
lays the foundation for much of the local arts scene and unique mountain culture.
Truckee’s creative community reawakens with an abundance of events,
celebrating the beauty of the season.

On March 26, 2024, the Town of Truckee issued a proclamation declaring April as
Arts, Culture and Creativity Month alongside the State of California and the
County of Nevada. This month-long campaign includes the 2nd Annual Arts &
Culture Summit and Arts Advocacy Day on Wednesday, April 17th at the Capitol in
Sacramento. Join us in kicking off a month of cultural offerings in a town we call
home.

  S P R I N G  I N T O  A R T  

ART AT THE AIRPORT
Opening Reception + Creatives Meetup

Connect and find inspiration with local artists and fellow creatives at the Truckee
Tahoe Airport as we unveil the second installation for ‘Art at the Airport’ on April
25th. The new exhibition, titled Outside the Box, features the works of local
Truckee-Tahoe artists and invites viewers to embrace the limitless possibilities of
abstract thinking through vibrant colors, dynamic forms, and innovative ideas.
Enjoy refreshments and lively conversations from 5:00 to 7:00pm.

Outside the Box was curated in collaboration with Truckee Cultural District,
Truckee Arts Alliance, Piper J Gallery, Gallery 5830’ and Art Truckee, and includes
works by artists represented at local galleries. The exhibition runs through July 16,
2024.

CREATIVES MEETUP RECAP
Gratitude & Highlights from Our March

Meetup

Our appreciation for the Truckee artists community knows no bounds! The March
Creatives Meetup + Downtown Poetry Pop-Up at Alpine Electric & Liberty Bell
Smart Home Theater in downtown Truckee was a fantastic showcase of our local
spoken word artists. Standout readings came from Jean Fournier of Trails &
Vistas, Ben Martin of Tahoe Truckee School of Music, and Brandon Greathouse,
Cory Elba, and Jordan of Truckee Artist Lofts.

We extend our gratitude to local poet, singer and songwriter, Alice Osborn, who
put her guitar down for the night to share her talents as our delightful MC and for
sharing with us a bit about her creative journey and a poem of her own. Michael
Clarity, involved with this April’s Sierra Poetry Festival, joined us at the beginning
live on screen before his MC gig to encourage everyone to get involved with the
empowering open mic experience.

Earlier in the day, Dark Horse Coffee Roasters hosted a 'Pay with a Poem' event
coinciding with World Poetry Day. It was enthusiastically embraced by local poets
and all who frequent Dark Horse for a great cup of coffee, as the café continues to
be a hub for unique art events and great conversations. We also caught up with
David Mack, getting all the details for Truckee Pride Week 2024.

See you at our next Meetup on April 25th at the Airport!

ARTIST SPOTLIGHT
Karen Terrey

TCD: Talk to us about yourself and your background – who is Karen?

TERREY: I’m a poet living in Truckee. I’ve always been a writer, and I
also love ecology, science,and ethics. My inspiration comes from
nature, animals, and human relationships.

TCD: Can you tell us about your journey as a writer and how you became interested in
writing, editing, and coaching?

TERREY: My undergraduate degree is in biology and environmental
studies. After college, I studied writing and continued to write poems
even as I worked in outdoor education and human resources. I also
taught skiing for many years in Colorado and California. At some point
in my career, I accepted that I wanted to dedicate myself to my love of
writing, even if I didn’t know where that path would take me. I applied
to graduate schools and after earning my MFA, I began teaching at
several colleges around the lake. That’s when I founded Tangled Roots
Writing.

TCD: What inspired you to start Tangled Roots, and what services do you offer to your
clients?

TERREY:  Once I graduated with my MFA in Creative Writing from
Goddard College, I began working on gathering a community of
writers around me here in Tahoe. I began offering a generative creative
writing workshop to build a local community of writers. That was back
in 2008, and since then, I’ve organically added services of editing,
coaching, and manuscript review as I found a need in our community.

TCD: How do you approach marketing/business writing differently from creative writing,
and what do you enjoy most about each?

TERREY: No one has asked me this question before, and it’s a good
one because each of these types of writing do give back to me a
sense of satisfaction in different ways. As for marketing, most is
through referrals. People have hired me for a variety of creative and
business writing projects: writing memoir, college application essays,
fiction projects, dissertations, professional communications and
website content, even wedding vows and eulogies. I love getting to
the heart of what matters, and to do that I listen closely.

TCD: You also offer creative writing workshops. What can participants expect from these
workshops, and what do you hope they take away from the experience?

TERREY: People have told me the workshops help them move to the
next level in their writing and publishing. They find accountability in the
community of the workshop. They find inspiration to experiment with
new techniques and approaches to being creative. Now that the
workshops are online as well as in person, we can accommodate
people in different locations and with family obligations, as well as
snow days!

TCD:  How do you stay inspired and continue to grow both personally and professionally?

TERREY: I participate in open mics and readings, and take workshops
myself from mentors for my own creative learning. I participate in
literary conferences here and across the U.S. I reach out across
disciplines for inspiration and new techniques. I’ve always been drawn
to scientists – I love the precision of their language.

TCD:  What advice do you have for aspiring writers looking to improve their skill or pursue
a career in writing?

TERREY: Here are three tips I keep in mind. First, writers at all levels
of experience can find that necessary yet elusive motivation by joining
a writing community where they can share their work and goals in a
safe environment. Second, even the best writers hire a writing coach
or editor to improve the effect of their writing.  Finally, use calls for
submissions as deadlines to get work done, but don’t look towards
this kind of outside validation for the worth of your writing. I think each
of us must nurture a faith that our writing is a worthwhile endeavor in
itself.

TCD:  Are there any upcoming projects or collaborations that you’re particularly excited
about?

TERREY: Yes! I just wrapped up a three-part workshop series on how
to get published that featured a collaboration with 8 guest authors that
was so fun. Participants were able to hear these author stories and
ask them questions about their own projects. Right now, I’m working
with visual artists Troy Corliss and Sara Smith to offer creative writing
as part of their Teen art classes funded by an Upstate California
Creative Corps grant. And looking forward, I am coordinating a pop-
up poetry event in Truckee as part of the Sierra Poetry Festival and the
Nevada County Common Reads program. I’ll be reading poems with
June Sylvester Saraceno at the Truckee Library on April 3.

TCD:  Finally, what does being a part of the Truckee artists and creative community mean
to you, and how do you see it evolving in the future?

TERREY: Truckee has the mountains, nature, art, and good people. I
love the vision of Truckee being experienced by its community and its
visitors as an arts destination. I love the vision of Truckee supporting a
diverse community of citizens. With the participation of all of us, we
can help guide our town towards this vision.

SCENE & UNSEEN
Spring into Art Events

More Spring into Arts Events
Stay connected with local event calendars and community boards for the latest
updates on exhibitions, performances, and gatherings. Our favorite resources
include: Truckee.com, Visit Truckee-Tahoe, 101.5 KTKE and the Nevada County
Arts Council.

FOR ALL THOSE WITH EVENTS TO PROMOTE, DON’T FORGET TO ADD YOUR
EVENT TO NEVADA COUNTY ARTS COUNCIL’S COMMUNITY ARTS CALENDAR
-- IT’S FREE AND EASY TO USE!

ARTS & ADOVCACY
CA Arts & Culture Summit

Join CA for the Arts for the second annual CA Arts & Culture Summit in
Sacramento on Tuesday, April 16. The Summit will take place during CA for the
Arts 6th Annual Arts, Culture & Creativity Month (ACCM) with this year’s thematic
focus “Art Work is Real Work.”

Summit attendees are also encouraged to participate on Wednesday, April 17, for
Arts Advocacy Day! Join fellow advocates at the Capitol at 9:00am for a rally and
press event to kick off a day of meetings with your state legislators.

FUNDING + JOB OPPORTUNITIES
Now Seeking Applicants
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In a small town like Truckee, theater,
concerts and festivals serve as a cultural
cornerstone, bringing people together by
fostering a sense of community, pride
and connection with each performance.

The literary arts enrich our small Truckee
community, offering a platform for
diverse voices and inspiring our youth to
explore the power of their words. 

With over 10 incredible galleries
showcasing regional and local talent,
experience the beauty inspired by the
region and captured in a variety of
mediums. In addition many cafes and
restaurants support our creative
community by displaying their work.
Take a walking tour of Truckee's galleries
this April, attend a gallery event, or
simply sit with a cup of joe and admire
the art of Truckee.

Get a glimpse into the Town's fascinating
heritage. Join a historical tour or wander
the streets to uncover the stories of our
past. Visit the Truckee-Donner Historical
Society or downtown landmarks like the
Old Jail on Jibboom St, and original
buildings along “Commercial Row.”

David & Carly Mack, founders of Truckee
Pride at Dark Horse Coffee Roasters for
Pay with a Poem.

Terrey is a professional writing coach,
editor, poet and owner of Tangled Roots
Writing.

Terrey on the Salmon River.

The cover of Terrey’s poetry chapbook,
Bite and Blood.

Celebration of
Gratitude Poetry

Reading
April 3 | 5:00 - 7:00pm

Truckee Library
10031 Levon Ave, Truckee

A special event Celebration of Gratitude
Poetry Reading with June Saraceno and
Karen Terrey for the Nevada County
Reads program and National Poetry
Month as part of the Sierra Poetry Fringe
Festival.

Tahoe Truckee
Earth Day

April 20 | Times Vary
The Village at Palisades Tahoe

1750 Village East Rd, Olympic Valley

Tahoe Truckee Earth Day is the largest
Earth Day celebration in the area. This
free, environmental-education
community event takes place in the
Village at Palisades Tahoe from 11:00am
- 5:00pm and gives kids and adults the
opportunity to learn about recycling,
composting, alternative energy, and
sustainability through hands-on activities
the whole family can enjoy. 

Good Morning
Truckee

April 16 | 7:45 - 9:15am
In person at Truckee Town Hall

10183 Truckee Airport Rd, Truckee

Featuring Truckee Cultural District and
‘Spring into Art’! Speakers will include
Eliza Tudor, Executive Director, Nevada
County Arts Council and Kellie Cutler,
Program Manager, Truckee Cultural
District; Karyn Stanley with Truckee
Roundhouse, Callie Martin a local Art
Teacher at TTUSD and Troy Corliss,
Public Art Commission Truckee. 

Truckee Follies
April 24-27 | 7:30pm

Community Arts Center
10046 Church St, Downtown Truckee

Truckee Follies has been poking fun at
Truckee’s community and entertaining a
sold-out crowd through a live sketch
comedy show for over 35 years. A must-
see show, this one only comes around
every 2 years. Buy Tickets

8th Annual Sierra
Poetry Festival
April 13 | 8:30am - 5:30pm

The Center for the Arts
314 W Main St, Grass Valley

A project of the Nevada County Arts
Council, this festival brings together
poets, writers, and poetry lovers from
across the region to celebrate the power
of poetry. Through readings, workshops,
and performances, the festival
showcases the beauty and diversity of
poetic expression while fostering a
deeper appreciation for the art form and
the rich literary tradition of the Sierra
Nevada region. This year’s keynote
speakers will be Jane Hirshfield and
Ross Gay, brought to us in partnership
with Nevada County Library via Nevada
County Reads. Purchase Tickets

TRUCKEE POETS are invited to attend
Sierra Poetry Festival’s Open Mic on
Thursday, April 11 at 5:00-7:00pm at The
Iron Door at the Holbrooke Hotel, 212 W
Main Street in Grass Valley!

Our Mini Grant application is now live!
Artists and arts organizations /
collaboratives seeking support for
special events are invited to apply.

Applications will be reviewed on a rolling
basis by a Truckee Cultural District
Grants Review Committee until funds are
fully expended, or by June 30, 2024,
whichever comes first. Apply Now!

Trails & Vistas mission is to create
community by celebrating the arts and
nature, they are currently seeking a part-
time Executive Director to support the
organization. Find out more: read the
complete job description and learn how
to apply.
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